Name ________________________  Date _________________ Science      Period _______


Ocean Museum Project

Ecosystem I will be Researching   _______________________________________


BACKGROUND

You work for The World Ocean Museum.  Your team has been assigned by the curator to be in charge of an exhibit on one of the ocean’s ecosystems.  Your team has to research the ecosystem, set up an interactive learning tool about the ecosystem or make a model or display of your ecosystem, and present your ecosystem to the curator for approval.

TASK

You may work in teams of two or individually. Each person on your team will be in charge of one part of the exhibit.  All team members will conduct research and collaborate on the project.  Read each job description.  Meet with your team to decide who will be in charge of each part.  

AUDIENCE

Elementary children who are visiting a children’s science museum

PURPOSE
This activity has been designed for you to become an expert on one of the Earth’s ecosystems.  As a culminating activity, you will have an opportunity to view all the ecosystems in the museum.

PROCEDURE

1. Read each job description below.  Decide as a team who will be in charge of each part.

2. Complete the research for your ecosystem.  Be sure to use at least one print resource and one computer resource.  Site your resources.

3. As a team, you will be responsible for TWO of the following products:

a. A power point presentation about your ecosystem (Have to do this one)
Then pick one of the following……

b. A model or some type of display about your ecosystem

c. An interactive learning tool for visitors to your exhibit

4. Your team will present your ecosystem to the curator (the class) before it goes on display in the museum.
5. As curators, you will evaluate the exhibits that are presented.   You will be expected to complete an interactive tool for each exhibit.

Note: You will be expected to work on the parts of the project at home.  I will provide research materials, art supplies, and computer time after school at scheduled times (especially for those without computers at home). You will need to sign up for computer time if you do not have access at home. 

Research / Presentation ( _______________________________

Job Description:  You are in charge of the research for this exhibit.  Be sure everyone completes the research chart.  Be sure everyone uses a variety of resources.  Be sure everyone records their resources (where they found information).  You are also in charge of the presentation.  Be sure everyone has completed their part and is ready for the presentation. This is the PowerPoint part of your project
Interactive Learning Tool  ______________________________

Job Description:  You are in charge of creating an interactive learning tool for visitors to your exhibit to do.  You could do a memory game; make a puzzle, create a bingo game with facts about the ecosystem, make an outline drawing for visitors to color and label, etc.  

You can have more than one.  

Model / Display  _____________________________________

Job Description:  You are in charge of the display for your exhibit.  Your display can be a model of your ecosystem, a large poster with 3-dimensional props, or a diorama in a box.    You can use pictures, clay models, etc. to show the various flora, fauna, and features of your ecosystem.

VOCABULARY

Please look at these words to define before you begin:


ecosystem

marine


flora


adapt


substrate

light penetration

fauna


salinity
List of Ecosystems to pick from:

Abyssal Plain
Coral Reef

Estuary


Neritic Zone

Nekton Zone

Kelp Forest

Ocean Ecosystem Learning Team Members ________________________________________________________
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